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The twentieth meeting of the sixth Senate of the Sludent Govemment Association of
Westem Kentucky University was called to oiCier at 5:01 PM on March 4lh ,2008, with
the Speaker of the Senate in the chair.
"
There were 19 of 32 senators present

••

The minutes were read and approved.

President - Jeanne L. Johnson
Hello everybody!
Boles and Skylar are at the University Senate make-up meeting.
If I appointed you to a University committee, please tell me if you can't make lhe
meetings so I can appoint someone else.
Everybody needs to take a packet of Senate applications.
Executive Vice President - Johnathon Franklin L. Boles
No report.
Administrative Vice President - Cherieth L. Lineweaver
Jeanne and r just gOl done talk ing about the budget.
The deadline for on organization to pick up their Organizational Aid checks is
rapidly approaching.
If you have any questions about the budget, let me know.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Vaughan : What's going
on with the ad space issue? Lineweaver: We have $1000 left fo r publicizing the Hall
of Distinguished Seniors banquet. We are going to be more conservative with the ad
space.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Smiley: What is the
$2000 for in miscellaneous operations? Lineweaver: That is for things we need for
the office, such as paper, office supplies, etc.
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Speaker of th e Senate - Kayla \ V. Sh elton
...
There will be a committee head meet ing after the Senate meeting tonight.
Webmail space is increasing for next year.
If you want to run for President, Exec~tive Vice President, or Administrative Vice
President, please get your applications 1n by tomOtT9w.

-.
Staff Reports
Chief of Staff: Skylar 10rdan
Jeanne Johnson spoke 011 behalf of Skylar JordQl/
Plus/Minus is once again coming before the Senate.
We wi!! be giving you surveys for you to take to a department of your choice.
You will need to take a survey sheet, and please make sure to turn it back in as
soon as poss ible.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Brandon Logan: If we are in a
department with teaching assistants, do we take it to the TAs or the professors?
Johnson: We will be giv ing this survey to full -time faculty only.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Smiley: Why don't we
mail the surveys out? Johnson: We are vastly more likely to get the surveys back if
we take them to our teachers ourselves.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Selzer: What if they
want to be anonymous? 10hnson : You can still collect the data, but I won't use it in
my report.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Eaton: Do we do it by
department, or by the teachers we have in class? Johnson : It will be easier to do it by
department.

n,e Spirit Makes the Master
Student Govern ment AssOCiat ion

I Western Kent ucky University I 1906 College Heigh ts Blvd. ~ 11 044 I Bowling Green. KY 42101·1044
phone: 270.745.4354 I fax: 270.745.5795 I web: wwww ku _ed u

f'M'lfdooJ/"",and E~'(f;»::v"liJn.'"" • i'tJll'lI>}podfrom "o"fund<.;;}15 S737S, xc;; • I!torfr.J 1rn;>:l;,-.dCnly ;lOJ4,jJe'j

A LEA D ING AMER ICA N U N IVERSITY WI T H INTERN AT IO NA L R EACH

•
Director of Public Relations: Liz Goddard
The seconds are beautiful. Give Vanessa Scott the credit for them.
Please try to hand out at least five applications for the upcoming elections. It will
be easy to forget that the deadline is th~ Monday after Spring Break, and we want
a huge turnout for Senate positions.
'.

-.

Director of Academic and Student Affairs: Reagan Gilley
No report.
Director of Information Technolof!Y: Charlie Harris
If you happen to run out of your many copies of the application, I have posted a
copy online.
We are hoping to put the bios for the respective Executive Board nominees
on line.
If you have any suggestions, please tell me.

Committee Reports
Standing
Academic Affairs: Drew Eclov
Brittany-AIJII Wick spoke on behalI of Drew Eclov
Warm Up Western went well today .
If you have any good ideas please come to our weekly Monday night meetings.
Campus Improvements: Nate Eaton
I'm pretty lonely today up here all by myself.
I keep getting told the recycling bin should be here "any day now"; so, as such,
the recycling bin should be here any day now.
I am very passionate about having at least 100 people at Campus Clean-Up this
year.
Senators Pierce and Lineweaver are doing an excellent job looking into the
emergency lights around campus.
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Legislative Research Committee:
No report.

Brittany~Ann

Wick

Pub lic Relations: Jess ica VanWinkle
"
Vanessa Scott spoke 011 behalf of Jessica Van Winkle
We are trying to get flyers and table toppers out for the election and SGA week,
so we ' ll keep you posted on that.
Student Affairs: Kevin Smiley
Hello, hello.
Please, when you go out to other campus organ izations, tell them that Block Pany
will be March 2ih
Block Party reall y needs to be successful this year, and I think it will be.
We are putting together packets for the legislators, if you have any ideas, let me
know.
Ad-Hoc
Student Ambassadors: Meggan Selzer
No report .

Special Orders
Ulli versity Committee Report:.'

Parking and Transportation Permit Fee Task Force: Making a proposal Monday about
perm it increases of about $10. This wi ll help to get rid of the 560,000 deficit. The permit
increase will affect everybody.
University Senate: We did not meet last Thursday because of the ice. Instead we will
meet next Tuesday at 3:45.
University Senate Exec: Plus/Minus reared its ugly head. There wi ll be a resolution
coming up for first read at the March meeting. There is now no GPA reduction for a Co,
and there is an A+.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Cae: Why don't you
like Plus/Minus? President Johnson: We've been fighting this for four years.
During the trial period, which the majority of faculty didn't use, GPA was
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negatively affected. It has been somewhat fixed now,' because there is an A+ in
there. But the majority of faculty has' yet to embrace ltIe system. Grade inflation is
not the students' problem, it's the university's. In fact,' some members of the
faculty have stated that they would use the system only if commanded to do so .

•

There was a request for a Point of Information from Chief of Staff Jordan: I
personally support Plus/Minus, but there is no way I will vote for it, because it's
not what the students want.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Vaughan: Is there
going to be another survey? President Johnson: Yes, there will be.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Eaton: I have a much
better system than what they are proposing now. No GPA reduction for a C- is
stupid, and if you have an A+, worth 4.3, then you need to have an F-, worth -0.3.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Chief of Staff Jordan: It
seems we're damned if we do, damned if we don't.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Smiley: Would there
no be as much grade inflation as there would be grade deflation? President
Johnson: No, I don ' t believe there would be.
There was a request for a Point of Infonnation from Chief of Staff Jordan: Part of
the appeal is working harder. It 's a compromise.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Venable: I don't
know about you guys, but while an A+ would certainly look good on transcripts,
it's virtually impossib le to get. Chief of Staff Jordan: That's correct, and
professors are more likely to award an A-.
There \vas a request for a Point of Information from Senator Wick: I don't like
that they keep bringing it up.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Smiley: Even on an
individual level, the degree to which your GPA would be affected would vary a
great deal.
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There was a request fo r a Point of lnfonnation from Ghief of Staff Jordan: Do you
(Kevin Smiley) support Plus/Minus? Senator Smiley: t would be curious to hear
student response before I committed rry.,yself.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Executive Vice President
Boles: Reagan and I believe in the power of the referendum, and we have come
up with th is faculty questionnaire.
There was a request for a Point of Information from Senator Kath erine Smith:
Why do they push for this so hard when the cumulative GPA is so low? President
10hnson: The politically correct answer would be that it's more accurate, but the
correct answer would be the fact that only a few of the fac ulty support it, but they
are a very influential few of the facu lty .
Judicial Coulleil Report

Applications are due Monday, March 17 th If you plan on running, you have to attend the
mandatory candidate interest meeting on Tuesday, March 18 th at 7:00 p.m.
Bowling Creen City Commission Report

No report.
Legis lative Approvals
To the Student Senate- Courtney Karm iller
To the Student Senate- Ashley Powell
The nominees stood to speak aboltt themselves. They were voted ill lInanimollsly. Tltey
were swum ill according to the Oath of Office, Article IX o/the bylaws.

Unfinished Business
None.

New Business
None.
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Announcements

,
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Skylar Jordan: I will be in my office after the meeting in case you want to talk about any
of this.
.f,

Kevin Smiley: [Through my research, I believe that Robert's Rules of Order state that
only Senators and the Speaker of the Senate may offer a comment. The Executive Board
is limited to asking questions only].
Jeanne Johnson: I gave an emotional opinion at the last meeting, and I apologize. We're
not perfect, but we do have experience. This is not the United States government. This is
SGA. We are used to doing this . If you si lence us, we will velo bills all over the place.
We speak because we have experience and if something is going wrong, you guys need to
know. Besides, Kayla is the Speaker of the Senate and she can run Senate how she sees
fit to run il.
Kayl a Shelton: I was here last year, and the only people that spoke was Exec. You guys
are so much better because you have your own opinions. I don't appreciate YOll calling
me oul on that topic; you should have come to me firs t.
Kevin Smiley: I will relook at thi s point. It's nothing personaL
Cherieth Lineweaver: You guys have allies up here. We have all been in your spot. Just
because we sit up here doesn't mean we hate you. We have major opinions on all this.
There is often a communication breakdown. How do you want us to communicate with
you?
Charlie Harris: There is obv iously a communication breakdown. Somehow our proper
procedure gets messed up.
Kayla Shelton: I would rather you speak freely than being wrapped up in procedure. The
next speaker can run Senate however they wish.
Cherieth Lineweaver: Don't be afraid to talk to us. It doesn't have to be a one~on-one
conversat ion.
Nate "Eaton: r have regular conversations with everybody up front, and they are all
adorable people.
Doug Tate: When are assigned grading surveys due by?
Johnathon Boles: "When they are turned in.
Nate Eaton: Expect an email from me asking you about yourselves.
The meeting was adjourned at 5:48 pm.
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Jacob A. Miers, Secretary of the Senate
Student Government Association
Western Kentucky University
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